
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends and Families,  
 
 
The 2018-2019 school year has truly seen MSSC 
through a time of change and new directions.  First 
and foremost was the move to our new school location! I am so very thankful for the honor to be here 
at the historic Russell House in Windsor. I love that we are filling its walls and floorboards with music! 
Our developing relationship with First Church in Windsor started in the fall of 2018 when our two 
organizations met to discuss the possible move into our now new home at 101 Palisado Ave. On 
December 18th we toured the facilities and were officially handed over the keys, presented by Windsor 
Chamber of Commerce director, Adam Gutcheon. Members of First Church in Windsor as well MSSC 
faculty and staff were there to share this exciting moment. With the help of board members and 
volunteers we successfully moved in early January 2019.  
 

This year at MSSC saw the advent of 
new and talented faculty at the 
school. We welcomed Kasey 
Calebaugh (violin & viola), Ashley 
Peck (cello), Oscar Godoy (guitar) 
and Agnes Vojtko (voice & piano) to 
our roster of teachers. We 
welcomed back Eugenio Figueroa 
from his one-year sabbatical aptly 
filling the role of Suzuki 
Coordinator.   
 
 

We are also sad to say “so long” to some other teachers this year who have become woven into the 
fabric of MSSC.  Seina Shirakura will be pursuing her teaching career in western CT. She will truly be 
missed, especially by her students!  Oscar Godoy will be teaching full-time in Manchester at Beller’s 
Music. We appreciate his dedication this past year. Lani Bortfeld will be taking a year’s sabbatical to 

care for family. Although we may not 
see her as much this year, Lani’s deep 
and lasting contributions to MSSC will 
always remain. 
 
Throughout the year we worked to 
carry out our mission to nurture 
creativity and to honor the language 
and tradition of music. MSSC Suzuki 
students performed at the Windsor 
Chili Challenge on October 6th, 2018. 
On October 20th MSSC held a Fall 
Festival with group class games, 
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photography and a musical petting zoo.  On December 
1st, we rang in the holidays with our annual Holiday 
Craft and Vendor fair. Students celebrated the season 
with joyful performances. Student soloists and group 
classes performed in our Student Recital on 
November 16th, May 17th, May 18th and May 31st. 
 
Among the highlights of the year was our 10th Annual 
Benefit Concert on March 2nd, 2019. While I always 
enjoy the adrenaline and great sense of collaboration 
that this annual event brings, this year I felt like it was 
such a celebration of music in action!  We were able 
to raise $3,035.79 to go toward supporting free 
programs, student discounts, and student 
scholarships.  
 

During the 2018-2019 school year $6,913 was awarded in tuition 
assistance. 15% of students at MSSC received scholarships in the 
2018-2019 school year including group class scholarships, work-
study scholarships and pro-bono services.  We sought to engage our 
community through free music programs, supporting our goal to 
broaden access to music education. The Promise Choir provided a 
free choir opportunity to elementary, middle and high school 
students. They rehearsed and performed at the 10th Annual Benefit 
concert in March. Other free community events included Suzuki 
Saturday and Early Childhood Musical Meetups in April.  
 
Another highlight of this year was when MSSC students performed 
at the Black History Month Service at First Church on February 24th. 
MSSC students, faculty, board members and volunteers 
participated. They played We Shall Overcome while the First Church 
Choir, guest speakers and congregation sang; the music resounded 
through the rafters and it was a great opportunity for people from 
different backgrounds to join their voices and instruments together.  

 
 
I would like to thank everyone who had a hand in 
our success this past year at MSSC. That includes 
all the hands and hearts behind the scenes that 
continually help the wheels turn, the encouraging 
hands of skillful teachers, the hands of clapping, 
supportive parents, the hands of our students, 
reaching for notes on keyboards and fingerboards. 
We thank everyone who gives MSSC its voice in 
the community and who has allowed us to grow 
this year.  
 
Wishing everyone a meaningful and musical year 
ahead! 
 
Amy Cele, Executive Director 
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Forging musical friendships at MSSC! 


